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Dear Fred: 

y 

I am aieloslng-Aimeaty Intematicoal’a Hat of paracoa Idilled in 
political atrlfe In Argentina in 1979 and 1976. Father Drlnan 
gave It to Bob Steven dotrlng hla vtalt. He said the Hat la 
ecnplled froci press aourcea, «bicb must Include underground and 
foreign press because many of the names and incidents have not 
been reported locally. Drlnan end Lord Avebury presented the 1979 
Hat to officials of Justice, Interior and Foreign Ministries, 
vho vere annoyed and Indignant about it but tooh it anyway. 


Vfe took advantage of GQA's particular reaponslvenesa during the 
Drlnan visit to resubmit most of the names that have been presented 
to us during the last year. You have aeon seme of the repHes. 
There are still a fair number of "Ho registrados" and I doubt we 
vlU get much more Infoxnatlcn on them. 

In several talks with Capltan Seisdedos of the Foreign Ministry's 
working group on himan rights (a very pleasant, agreeable and co- 
operative fellow whom we will lose aoca as he has been reassigned 
to take his first conmnd scoetime early next year), I got the 
following uzrlerstanding of how the detenticn process (the legal one) 
works : persons are arrested and held on preventative arrest for a 
period of a week to ten days, or even longer idiile their eases are 
being studied. After that time, the persen may be released If there 
Is nothing found against him. Otherwise bis arrest and detention 
can be officially decreed by the Executive, end be Is detained at 
the ccovenience of the Executive. The tecree will stipulate that 
the person has been charged under law 28^ for engaging In subver- 
sive or terrorist curts or, scoevbat less seriously, under another 
law for having connections with subversive or terrorist groups, 
or, possibly, for other more specific crimes. His family Is ad- 
vised and he can receive visits frem his Ismedlate fsmlly, engage 
a lawyer, etc. Hie decrees are generally not pUbllahed in the 
Official Bulletin but they ere registered at the Interior Ministry. 
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Xbere can be ipilte a lag. In the case of Dora Goldfarb, (he ma 
picked up In Mendoza on March 24, but the decree ordering her deten 
tlon was only dated Judr 29> ^ the state of siege permits, she 
was moved from Mendoza to Villa Devoto prison, apparently without 
her family's knowledge, but she Is now again officially detained 
and has received a visit from her father. 

Under state of siege, the case can remain at that stage for some 
time. Eventually, the case should be turned over to a Judge, 
usually a civilian criminal court Judge, irtio takes the "processo," 
conducts an investigation Into the charges, hears the defense and 
eventually makes a ruling and Impoees the sentence. If i^pUcshle. 
GOA officials argue that the courts have an enormous backlog going 
back shout IB months, %(hleh Is why the cases don't move swiftly 
to adjudlcatlcn anl resolutloi. 

And so It goes. Friday In cones the parole program crowd. 

Hope all Is veil with you. We are all curious, particularly the 
Argentines, about what Jimmy Carter will bring for Latin America. 
The end of the campaign has certainly brought no respite from the 
number of human ric^ts queries and letters. 

Ealudos, 


Yvonne Thayer 
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End. 



